
 

 
 

 

  Seventeen Pilgrims, One Journey: A 
Lenten Walk of Faith, Community, and 
Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On a bright Saturday during the season of Lent, seventeen pilgrims set 
out together on foot through the heart of downtown Toronto… 
praying, reflecting, sharing stories, and strengthening the bonds of 
community that continue to shape the future of ECUT’s campus 
ministry at the University of Toronto. 
 
Our Second Annual Lenten Pilgrimage invited students, faculty, ministry 
partners, and friends to journey together to four historic downtown 
church partners: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Cornerstone 
Presbyterian Church, Knox Presbyterian Church, and St. George’s 
Lutheran Church. At each sacred stop, pilgrims gathered in prayer and 
reflection, grounding themselves in the story at the centre of Lent: 
God’s love poured out for us and all the world in Jesus Christ.  
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“On what is your heart set? What 
powers do you most rely on? What 
is the hope that gives meaning to 
your life?” In her book, Learning to 
Walk in the Dark, Barbara Brown 
Taylor writes that these are 
questions of faith. Questions that 
deserve our time and attention. 
 
The academic context of a 
university, with its focus on the 
mind, can be a challenging place to 
ask questions of hope, of the heart, 
of our deeper desires. It is our 
hope in campus ministry to offer a 
space where such questions 
emerge. They come up in regular 
programming such as Bible studies, 
eco-spirituality walks, and queer 
gatherings. They arrive in one-on-
one pastoral care conversations, 
where faith and doubt touch 
hands.  
 
May we all have space to ask 
questions of faith and may we find 
that God meets us there! 

 Chaplain Jeanette Unger 
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 Walking together in faith…. 
 
Pilgrimage has always been about more than 
reaching a destination. It is a spiritual practice of 
slowing down, walking together, and becoming 
attentive to God, to one another, and to the 
movement of grace in our midst. During this holy 
season, our shared journey helped centre our 
community’s attention on Christ’s sacrifice and 
love, preparing our hearts to celebrate the joy and 
promise of resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 

Yet this pilgrimage was also a witness to something 
unfolding in our own time: the emergence of a 
vibrant, welcoming, and Christ-centred ministry 
among students, faculty, and staff at the University 
of Toronto. As we walked city streets and entered 
sacred spaces, we also raised awareness and 
support for the growing work of our ministry on 
campus, imagining together what God may be 
calling forth in this season. 
 
The pilgrimage formed part of our Lenten 
fundraising effort to support key ministry initiatives, 
including the expansion of our growing Student 
Ministry Team, the deepening of our community’s 
spiritual life, and the strengthening of our ministry 
presence across campus. 
 
We are delighted to share that, thanks to the 
extraordinary generosity of our supporters, ministry 
partners, church partners, and friends, we have 
exceeded our fundraising goal. Between our 
December Advent fundraiser and our Lenten–
Easter campaign, we raised just over $20,000 in 
support of our bold vision for the future of campus 
ministry at the University of Toronto. 
 
 

 
 
This milestone belongs to a community of people 
who believe deeply in what God is doing through 
ECUT’s ministry on campus. We are profoundly 
grateful to all who continue to sustain this ministry, 
and not only through generous financial gifts, but 
through encouragement, partnership, and most 
importantly, prayer. 
 

 

A Note of Congratulations! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to former Ecumenical Chaplain at 
ECUT, Rev. Ralph Carl Wushke! Rev. Ralph Carl 
served as chaplain from 2004-2018 and is being 
honoured by Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) 
Saskatoon with an honorary degree at their May 
2026 convocation. This honorary degree is a 
recognition of his exceptional service to the church 
and society. 
 
A graduate of LTS, Rev. Ralph Carl has been a 
courageous advocate for the full inclusion of 
2SLGBTQIA+ people in the church. He was 
instrumental in bringing the work of Lutherans 
Concerned/North America (now ReconcilingWorks) 
to Canada. In his work with ECUT, Rev. Ralph Carl 
started the Qu(e)erying Relgion program at U of T, 
creating a life-giving space on campus for queer 
students of faith. His ministry has touched 
numerous students and staff and we are thrilled he 
has received this honour. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Stamping the Pilgrimage Passport  
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Presbyterian and United Church Stakeholders  
Deer Park United Church, Humbercrest United Church, Presbytery of East Toronto PCC, Presbytery of Pickering 
(PCC), Presbytery of West Toronto (PCC), Shining Waters Regional Council (UCC), The Cooke's Church Trust Fund 
(PCC) 
 
Individual Donors (General Fund): Includes monthly donors as well donations to special events such as 
“Ignoring Wisdom” Fundraising Event and the Lenten Pilgrimage 
Betsy Anderson*, Jerome Angeles,Justin Appler, Nick Bajaikine, Dan Benson*, Emily & Alex Bissett*, Michael 
Blair*, Michael Bourgeois & Marilyn Legge through the United Church of Canada Foundation, Richard 
Chambers*, Michael Clark, Brian Clarke*, Susan Conquest, Elizabeth Cowling, Peter Cronin*, Santiago deLope,* 
Christine Duffield, Bob Faris*, Charles Fensham*, Eric Fishback, Rick Garland*, David Goh, Lawrence & Nancy 
Gordon, Candace Grant*, Townsend Haines*, David Hallman*, Adam Hanley & Maya Landell*, Peter Haresnape*, 
Susan Harrison*, Ralph Hayman, Marco Hernandez, Roberta Howey*, Adonica Huggins, Wan Hur, Brian Irwin, 
Jennifer Janzen-Ball*, Rebecca Jess*, Alexandra Johnston*, Tim Kennedy*, David and Hye-Ran Kim-Cragg*, Cheuk 
Yu (David) Lau, Sarah Layman, William Leung, Bev Lewis*, Amber Lee Lewis-Grant, Marnie Malcolm*, Pam 
McCarroll*, Ken McEvoy & Judi McCallum*, Chris McIntosh*, Christine Mitchell*, Kathryn Moase*, Julian Munro, 
Cynthia O’Connell, Christian Persaud*, Joan Porter, Roseanne Purnwaise, Nicholas Renaud, Dan Revington, 
Robert Revington, Michele Rizoli*, Janet Smith Zenwirt*, Erin Stone,* Shawn Stovell*, Beth Theis, Kylah 
Thomson, David Ting, David Townsend*, Sarah Travis*, Irene Ty*, Jeanette Unger & Josh Grossman*, Kim Uyede-
Kai*, Ernest van Eck, Robin Wardlaw, Bill Whitla*, Cindy Wu, Ralph Carl Wushke*, Darrel Zehr*, Yanqiu Zhang 
 
Qu(e)erying Religion Donors  
Dan Cantiller*, Sandy & Jasper Miller*, Warren Price*  
 
 
* Monthly donations through PAR or Canada Helps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In May 2025, ECUT received a grant from the United Church of Canada 
Foundation Living Spirit Fund. This Seeds of Hope grant will provide paid 
internships to facilitate student leadership and community building in social 
justice, in the areas of eco-spirituality and queer Christian spirituality.  

  

Grateful to Our Friends 
 
Many thanks to the following donors and sponsors who contributed to ECUT in 2026 (January 1 – May 15, 
2026).  ECUT is a CRA registered charity (884133315RR001). We do our best to acknowledge all donations 
received, let us know if your name is missing. 
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Student Ministry Team  

Each Wednesday afternoon we gather to check in, to 
laugh, to listen, to pray, and to work together on ECUT 
programming. Meeting with the students who make up 
the ECUT student ministry leadership team has been a 
highlight of each week. Together, we navigated the 
practical challenges of booking space on campus and 
promoting events widely. How can we better 
communicate to students about what’s going on and 
ways to get involved? Together, we examined 
underlying assumptions about what makes our events 
Christian and “spiritual.” How do we show what a 
welcoming and life-giving faith can look like in a diverse 
and multi-cultural university context? Together, we 
dreamed about what is possible in campus ministry. 
How can we build a community marked by love, 
curiosity, courage, and belonging? And, of course, we 
ate Dim Sum in Chinatown East, sharing stories, 
laughter, and our favourite meals... reminding ourselves 
that ministry is always shaped around friendship and 
shared life. 
 
This year, student leaders helped shape and lead a 
remarkable range of programming that reflects the 
diversity of our community and creative imaginations. 
These included: Inner Space (a weekly mindfulness hour 
in Knox Chapel), eco-spirituality conversations, ULab (a 
program that explored mindfulness, leadership, and 
social change), Bible Study for Overthinkers, Faith-
based Queer Movie Nights, spiritual-life retreats, queer 
interfaith gatherings, and the annual Lenten Pilgrimage. 
Each of these spaces reflected a shared commitment to 
creating communities of welcome, reflection, faith 
formation, and spiritual exploration. These ministries 
have become important weekly rhythms of stillness, 
reflection, and spiritual growth on campus, drawing 
students into practices of attention, awareness, and 
compassionate engagement with the world. 
 
Student leaders also played an active role in the weekly 
chapel services at Knox and Emmanuel Colleges, as well 
as participated in the planning and leading of our 
monthly Taizé Prayer Community Gatherings, offering a 
contemplative rhythm of music, silence, and prayer that 
has become deeply meaningful for many in our 
community. They also helped lead evening prayer 
services and weekly community gatherings centered 
around viewing and reflecting on The Chosen (a TV 
series on the life of Jesus), which opened space for  
 
 

conversation, reflection, and spiritual engagement in 
accessible and relational ways. 
 
Across all these initiatives, a common thread has 
emerged: a desire to build a community where faith is 
lived, explored, questioned, and shared in ways that 
unite thoughtful engagement and spiritual formation. 
We ended this academic year by accomplishing one of 
ECUT’s strategic goals... applying for official 
recognition of our student ministry organization 
with Student Life at the University of Toronto! This 
milestone marks an important step forward in 
strengthening our presence on campus and expanding 
opportunities for student leadership and engagement. 
This next chapter represents not only institutional 
recognition, but also a deeper invitation to continue 
offering a vibrant, welcoming, and spiritually rich 
ministry presence within the life of the university.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are deeply grateful to the students who have 
helped shape this work so faithfully and creatively this 
year: David Knox, David Lau, Aaron Oh, Marisse Roco, 
Catherine Bergs, Peter Haresnape, Nic da Silva, and 
Vassag Baghboudrian. It has been a true gift to work 
alongside each of these outstanding student leaders! 
 

 

 

 

Student Leaders at Dim Sum, Dec 2025  


