CALLING OUR FRIENDS

From the Chaplains

Chaplain Rev. Tim Kennedy

Have you ever wondered why our
campus ministry is called "The
Ecumenical Chaplaincy"? The term
"ecumenical" defines one of our
primary identities and missions:
representing diverse Christian
churches and encouraging unity
among them. We serve as a hub for
collaboration and harmony among
the Christian voices on campus.

Our inspiration is rooted in Jesus'
prayer in John 17, where he prays for
unity and envisions a community
where differences dissolve in the
pursuit of faith in God and love for
one another. In verses 20-21, Jesus
says, "I am praying not only for
these disciples but also for all those
who will believe in me through their
testimony, that they will all be one,
just as you, Father, are in me and I
am in you. I pray they will be one in
us so the world will believe you sent
me."

In a world so often divided by
politics and social unrest, we seek to
embody the unity and love for which
Jesus prayed.
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Interfaith and Ecumenical Partnerships
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Students singing at No Longer Strangers

This past year, ECUT has had the pleasure of working with ecumenical and
multi-faith colleagues to plan meaningful events for students. With various
Christian groups on campus we co-hosted a Welcome Back BBQ in the fall
and a worship/spiritual practice evening, “No Longer Strangers”, in the
winter. Along with our Muslim Chaplaincy colleagues, we participated in an
interfaith Wednesday gathering in March at Emmanuel College on the theme
of Ramadan and Lent.

Why is ecumenical and multifaith work important to campus ministry? Tim
Kennedy reflects: “We are always stronger when we work together. Collaboration is fin
and synergistic. Working with others models cooperation among diverse groups of people.
As a Christian, I think of the words of the apostle Panl who says we are all part of one
body. Though different, we are connected.” In ecumenical settings, working with
other Christian groups and chaplaincies helps students find community, as it
creates critical mass and a larger footprint for students to connect to other
Christians. Students are looking for places to belong. They want to connect
with others who take both their faith and their academics seriously.




Partnerships....

Sonal Castelino, Director of campus ministry at University of
St. Michael’s College, offers this perspective: “Praying for and
witnessing Christian unity on a campus as large and diverse as the
University of Toronto can seem like quite the ordeal. I am grateful for
the openness of campus ministries like Ecumenical Chaplaincy who are
open to being active collaborators in this endeavonr! Being able to bring
together onr varions gifts and abilities bronght us closer together as
campus ministers. Our students at St. Mikes greatly valued time spent
together praying, singing and praising God\”
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Participants in the interfaith gathering

On March 27, 2024, ECUT worked with Emmanuel College
student, Ema Rado, and Imam Yasin Dwyer of the Muslim
Chaplaincy to host a Wednesday spiritual gathering on Lent
and Ramadan. It was an honour to work together to create a
welcoming space where our different traditions could explore
differences and similarities on fasting, spiritual
transformation, and ritual. We asked each other: How do the
practices and rituals of Lent and Ramadan contribute to the
process of spiritual transformation and/or spititual growth?
Are there specific teachings/principles/practices within Lent
or Ramadan that have had a profound impact on your
spiritual development? What advice would you offer to
individuals seeking to embark on their own journey of
spiritual transformation through Lent or Ramadan?

Jeanette Unger reflects: “T'he opportunity to collaborate with a wise
and creative team of people was a meaningful experience for me. 1 am
reminded that, despite differences, a group of people who come together in
200d faith and respect can create beanty and harmony. Trust, faith, active
participation. . .these commitments to each other go a long way when
working with others.”’

The Chosen
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Chosen, a multi-season show

& friends about the life of Jesus.

Tuesdays 4-6 pm
Multi-Faith Centre

All are welcome.
Bring your imaginations and your questions!

Sponsored by the Ecumenical & Christian Reformed Chaplainey at Uof T

Where are you in the Jesus story? Which disciple,
which person in the crowd, which member of the
religious community are your What challenged or
expanded your understanding of the story of
Jesus? Is there anything that you expect you'll
keep thinking about this coming week?

These are the questions we asked each other after
watching The Chosen, a mini-series on the life of
Jesus. Each Tuesday evening during the winter
term, a group of students and chaplaincy staff
gathered to eat popcorn and watch The Chosen.
Over the many weeks, this small gathering
became a source of community for students. We
openly shared our responses to the Jesus story as
presented by The Chosen, sometimes with tears
in our eyes, a smile of delight, and a long pause
while we were taking it all in. One student
commented that this weekly gathering had
become “my people.” Not feeling at home at U
of T and wondering where she fit in on campus,
she realized that attending these Tuesday nights
had become a place of community where she felt
welcomed and included.

Thanks to all who helped make these weekly
community gatherings a place of connection and
warmth!



Grateful to Our Friends

Many thanks to the following donors and sponsors who contributed to ECUT in 2023-2024.
ECUT is a CRA registered charity (884133315RR001).

Presbyterian and United Church Stakeholders

The Cooke’s Church Trust Fund (PCC), Emmanuel College, Knox College, The Mission and Service Fund (UCC),
The Presbytery of East Toronto (PCC), The Presbytery of Pickering (PCC), The Presbytery of West Toronto (PCC),
Shining Waters Regional Council (UCC)

Congregations and Special Grants

Bloor Street United Church, Calvin Presbyterian, Deer Park United Church, Eglinton-St. George’s United Church,
Humbercrest United Church, Islington United Church, Kingston Road United Church, Kingsway-Lambton United
Church, Lansing United Church, Lawrence Park Community Church, Rosedale Presbyterian, St. Andrew’s Church,
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, St. Mark’s United Chutch, St. Timothy Presbyterian Church, Trinity St. Paul’s
United Church

Individual Donors (General Fund)

Phyllis Airhart, David Allen, Betsy Anderson*, Anonymous, Dan Beson*, Alex & Emily Bisset*, Michael Blair,
Donald Boere, Michael Bourgeois & Marilyn Legge Fund at the United Church of Canada, Trevor Brisbin, Sonal
Castelino, Richard Chambers*, Brian Clarke*, Peter Cronin*, Greg Daly, Paul R. Davis, Barb Edwards*, Jane
Enticknap, Bob Faris*, Victoria Featherston, Charles Fensham*, Rick Garland*, Fred Graham*, Candace Grant*,
Townsend Haines*, David Hallman*, Adam Hanley & Maya Landell, Nancy Hardy, Peter Haresnape*, Susan Kennel
Harrison*, Deborah Hart, Roberta Howey*, Adonica Huggins, David Brooks Hughes Endowment Fund at the
United Church of Canada, Roger & Moira Hutchinson, Richard Isaac, Jennifer Janzen-Ball*, Rebecca Jess*,
Alexandra Johnston*, Tim Kennedy*, David Kim-Cragg, Daniel Kushner (in memory of Dr. Eva Kushner), Oliver
Lim, Bev Lewis*, Santiago de Lope*, Carol Loudon, Marnie Malcolm*, Neil S. Mathieson, Pam McCarroll*, Glen
McCullough, Beth McCutcheon, Warren McDougall, Ken McEvoy & Judi McCallum, Chris McIntosh*, Walter
McLean, Christine Mitchell*, Kathryn Moase*, John Monatugue Allison Morrow (in memory of Karen Bach) Randy
Naylor, Jenny Nedelsky*, Sam Needham*, Andra Owen, Erin Palmer, Desmond Parsons (in honour of Ralph Carl
Wushke), Asma Pathan, Christian Persaud*, Robert Revington, Tom Reynolds, Michele Rizoli*, Ellen Schwartzel,
Tak Him Robert Sheng, Anne Simmonds, Janet Smith Zenwirt*, Erin Stone*, Shawn Stovell*, Elizabeth Theis (in
honour of Ralph Catl Wushke), David Townsend*, Sarah Travis*, Irene Ty*, Jeanette Unger* & Josh Grossman,
Kim Uyede-Kai, David Vereschagin, Nancy & Bill Whitla*, Lois Wilson, Ralph Carl Wushke*, Joan & Peter Wryatt,
Darrell Zeht,

Qu(e)erying Religion Donors

Anonymous, Dan Cantiller*, Sandy Miller*, Warren Price*

We do our best to acknowledge all donations received, let us know if your name is missing. (* Monthly donations
through PAR or Canada Helps)

Donate to ECUT!

H.. ECUT Board 2023-2024
E L] 7 E Dan Benson Robert Revington
-! Sonal Castelino Shawn Stovell, Chair
Daniel Cho HyeRan Kim-Cragg, ex officio
. Brian Clarke, ex gfficio  Ernest van Eck, ex officio
Rebecca Jess
Roberta Howey
Beth McCutcheon
Sam Needham




Big Questions

April 24'- May 29, 20

METROPOLITAN
UNITED CHURCH

Exploring Life's Big Questions

Who is God? Who are we? Who is Jesus? Why was 1
created? These profound questions echo through the
hearts and minds of countless generations past and
present. In collaboration with Metropolitan United
Church, the Ecumenical Chaplaincy invited members
of the university community to explore the
foundational beliefs of our Christian faith.

Opver six enlightening weeks, students had the
opportunity to gather in person at Metropolitan
United Church or virtually via Zoom to explore the
depths of faith and life in this world. Guided by the
Rev. Jason Meyers, senior pastor of Metropolitan
Church, participants engaged in thoughtful
discussions rooted in "A Song of Faith," the United
Church of Canada's newest exploration of Christian
teaching.

The students' response was overwhelmingly positive.
The study provided a nurturing environment for
contemplation and exploration. Students are genuinely
hungty to grapple with life's ultimate questions and
deepen their understanding of Christianity.

Building on this success, the Ecumenical Chaplaincy
and Metropolitan United Church are committed to
making this six-week course a regular offering for
university students in the years to come. It serves as a
valuable introduction to Christian faith and belief,
inviting students on a journey of exploration and
discovery.

Celebrating Success: A
New Beginning for
Campus Ministry

On Easter Monday, April 1, 2024, ECUT
embarked on a transformative journey with the
launch of "A New Beginning" - a one-month
campaign to raise $2,000 for campus ministry at
the University of Toronto. We called upon our
community to join us in shaping a vibrant,
diverse, and inclusive Christian presence on
campus.

The response surpassed our wildest
expectations - in just one month, we witnessed
an outpouring of generosity, raising over
$5,000! This remarkable achievement is a
testament to the collective commitment to
nurturing a thriving Christian community at U

of T.

These funds will play a pivotal role in directly
supporting our ministry with students. From
one-on-one pastoral care to Bible studies and
worship nights to social justice initiatives, your
contributions will empower us to provide a
wide array of enriching ministry experiences on
campus.

"A New Beginning" marks the inaugural step in
our larger mission to raise $200,000 over the
next two years. Our initial target of $2,000,
representing the first 1% of our overarching
goal, has not only been met but exceeded,
thanks to the incredible generosity of our
supporters.

As we look ahead to the future, we're filled with
gratitude for the unwavering support that has
propelled us forward. Together, we're laying the
foundation for a brighter tomorrow for campus
ministry at U of T.

Thank you for your generosity, prayers, and
commitment to our mission and vision. With
your continued support, we're confident we can
make an even more significant impact in the
days ahead.



